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NEW PAINTINGS 

As a modernist painter I aspire to make art that aspires toward the condition of classical music (para-
phrasing Walter Pater). The more the elements can carry the work without the distraction of external or 
literary reference hopefully the better the painting can come across. 

These recent paintings are a return to working on canvas.  When I came to France ten years ago I 
started painting on large slabs of oak wood.  I found the irregular shape interesting as a kind of external 
drawing. Then I changed to working on heavy handmade paper which I formed and painted, this added 
texture and dimension to the work.  More recently I painted and formed Plexiglass which could stand 
freely as well as hang on the wall and added transparency The use of these material supports was an 
attempt to make my painting stronger and richer.

The decision to use a material does not come about as a conscious purposeful decision, it just seems 
like a good idea at the time. This was the kind of decision I made in returning  to work on canvas again 
with these paintings. Looking at the paintings on canvas now I think the experience of using other ma-
terial supports has brought about a new kind of illusion to my paintings on canvas that works.

        John Adams Griefen, 2019
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Lalule Steel, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 140 x 118 cm



untitled, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 60 x 115 cm



Paradise, 2018, Acryl auf Holz, 31 x 176 cm



Saturn´s gray chaos, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 104 x 84 cmSee-line woman, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 145 x 66 cm



Dawson Dawn, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 60 x 250 cm



JOHN ADAMS GRIEFEN

is an artist and he was born in the USA in 1942. 

His work has been exhibited in thirty-five individual exhibitions, fifteen in New York City and the others 
in Canada, Germany, Holland, France and Australia. The work is also in the collections of thirty-one 
museums including the Metropolitan Museum and the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York 
City, the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington, 
D.C., and in the J. W. Power Collection at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Sydney, Australia.

After living in New York City for fifty years, Griefen moved to France with his wife, Nancy Dawson, 
where he now lives and works.

Gray Steel, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 150 x 110 cm



Midas, 2018, Acryl auf Leinwand, 118 x 91 cm
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Titel: Hotspur, 2019 
Acryl auf Leinwand, 100 x 118 cm
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Copper Rose, 2018, Acryl auf Holz, 31 x 108 cm


